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Appendix II:
Appalachian State University

Academic Standing (Probation and Suspension Policy)

To continue at Appalachian in good academic standing, undergraduate students must earn, as a 
minimum, the following cumulative grade-point averages (GPAs) during the periods indicated:

Minimum Cumulative GPA
At the completion of 1 to 15 attempted hours: 1.75
At the completion of 16 to 30 attempted hours: 1.90
At the completion of 31 attempted hours, and thereafter: 2.00

The term “attempted hours” is defined as all coursework taken while enrolled at Appalachian State 
University at the undergraduate level--i.e., all courses passed, all courses failed, and all repeats of 
courses. “Attempted hours” also includes all coursework categorized as “transfer” - i.e., coursework 
transferred from other collegiate institutions, “AP” and “CLEP” credit from the College Entrance 
Examination Board, “International Baccalaureate” credit, institutional placement credit, credit 
awarded for military experience, and institutional “Credit for Life Experience.”

Failure to earn the minimum grade-point averages indicated above will automatically place the 
student on academic probation during the fall or spring semester that follows. (Note: The cumulative 
grade-point average earned at Appalachian is computed ONLY on the basis of coursework taken at 
Appalachian; i.e., grades earned on coursework taken at other collegiate institutions or by 
correspondence are not computed in or allowed to affect the grade-point average at Appalachian, and 
therefore not used to determine academic standing.)

While on academic probation, however, a student will, within the limits prescribed below, be 
allowed to continue:

1. An undergraduate, whether admitted as a freshman, a transfer, or a special (non-degree 
seeking) student, will be allowed to enroll for a maximum of two (2) fall or spring semesters 
while on academic probation.

2. The Dean of the student’s college or school, or the Director of University College Advising, 
may choose to attach specific requirements while the student is enrolled on academic 
probation. These requirements may include, but are not limited to, special advising sessions, 
a limitation on the number of credit hours taken, a requirement that certain courses be 
repeated, enrollment in developmental courses, etc. 

If the student uses the two semesters of academic probation mentioned above, but fails to earn a 
cumulative grade-point average sufficient to place her or him in good academic standing, the student 
will then be academically suspended. At that point, the student’s only recourse is to enroll during the 
University’s summer terms until such time that the cumulative grade-point average places her or him 
in good academic standing. (Since grades earned and hours attempted during the summer are 
calculated in the student’s academic status, it should be remembered that the grades earned and 
hours attempted during the summer may not only return the student to good academic standing, they 
may also place or continue the student in academic difficulty. A summer term does not, however, 
count as one of the two semesters allowed while on academic probation. Undergraduate students in 
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academic difficulty - whether on probation or suspension - may always attend Appalachian during 
the summer.)

The University has academic “Forgiveness Policies” (described under the Office of Admissions 
section of this catalog) which allow an undergraduate student to re-apply for admission even though 
she or he has been academically suspended. Understand, however, that these policies have both 
minimum waiting periods and academic stipulations which must be met before the student is allowed 
to re-enroll in an academic term other than the summer.)


